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Since publication of the SDEIS, WSDOT has identified a Preferred

Alternative with a floating bridge deck that addresses community

concerns with while providing for bridge maintenance needs. The height

of the floating bridge with the Preferred Alternative would be

approximately 20 feet above the water. It would be approximately 10 feet

higher than the existing bridge, and approximately 5 to 10 feet lower than

previous designs considered in the DEIS and the SDEIS. It would be

about 10 feet higher than the existing bridge. However, the profile would

be somewhat higher in the Arboretum than Option A. The bridge deck of

the west approach structure traveling through the Arboretum would be

elevated between 11 and 35 feet above the water, or about 9 to 18 feet

higher than it is today.

The Preferred Alternative includes several noise reduction strategies

throughout the corridor. In the Madison Park area,  4-foot traffic barriers

with noise-absorptive coating and shifts in the project roadway

alignments would reduce noise compared to the No Build Alternative. In

the Arboretum area, the higher profile of the Preferred Alternative

provides further noise reduction. This noise reduction approach would

also avoid the aesthetic impacts of noise walls in this natural area.

Information on noise modeling results for the Preferred Alternative can

be found in Section 5.7 of the Final EIS and the Noise Discipline Report

Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS).
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